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Family Finding as a Permanency Strategy

many children in foster care lose 
contact with family and adults 
who are important to them – birth 
family, extended family, godparents, 
former foster parents, and others. 
these connections often are not 
documented in state records, yet 
they can prove invaluable in the 
permanency teaming process. 

Adults who know a child may agree to serve on a child’s 

planning and decision-making team, know how to locate 

and involve other important adults, and potentially become 

permanency resources for the child. 

Family finding reconstructs a child’s relationships over 

time. The process includes: talking with the child, his or 

her family, and past and present caregivers; mining the 

child’s case records for adult connections; and engaging 

adults who are located through the process in problem 

solving on the child’s behalf. Internet technologies such 

as US Search can be invaluable in family finding; perhaps 

more important is an assertive outreach mentality and the 

ability to talk with children and adults about planning 

with and for a child.
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